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and persistence into knowledge and tech-
nology that will shape lives for decades to
come. And that must make you feel pretty
darn good.

Our honorees are the prophets of a better
age, seeing the future before a lot of folks
don’t see the present. They have earned
these medals, and as they do so, they earn
the thanks of their fellow Americans.

I want to thank the Secretary of Com-
merce, Don Evans, who will be here to ad-
minister—who is here to administer the Na-
tional Medal of Technology. I want to thank
Secretary Rod Paige, the Secretary of Edu-
cation. I want to thank the Director of the
Office of Science and Technology Policy, Dr.
John Marburger, for the fine job he is doing
on behalf of the country. John, thank you for
coming.

I want to thank the Members of the
United States Congress who are here. I ap-
preciate you all being here to cheer on the
recipients from your districts.

The medals we present today are the high-
est honors—the highest honors—a President
can bestow in the fields of science and tech-
nology. And today’s honorees have earned
this recognition with their tireless work.
Some of the honorees are learning how to
battle cancer with new therapies. Others are
advancing our understanding of the Earth
and the Sun. Others are creating new meth-
ods for analyzing data. All of our honorees
and their colleagues throughout the United
States are asking questions whose answers
will improve lives, not only here at home but
around the world.

Science and—scientific and technological
research are a high calling for any individual.
And promoting research is an important role
of our Federal Government. I’m pleased that
this year’s budget includes the most research
and development funding in the history of
our country. We’ll continue to support
science and technology because innovation
makes America stronger. Innovation helps
Americans to live longer, healthier, and
happier lives. Innovation helps our economy
grow and helps people find work. Innovation
strengthens our national defense and our
homeland security, and we need a strong na-
tional defense and homeland security as we

fight people who hate America because we’re
free.

President Franklin Roosevelt’s science ad-
viser was a fellow named Vannevar Bush. He
doesn’t claim me, and I don’t claim him.
[Laughter] But here’s what he says. He said,
‘‘Without scientific progress, the national
health would deteriorate. Without scientific
progress, we could not hope for improve-
ment in our standard of living or an increased
number of jobs for our citizens. Without sci-
entific progress, we could not have main-
tained our liberties against tyranny.’’ What
Vannevar Bush said back then is true today.

Scientists and researchers do vital work,
and they oftentimes do it outside the lime-
light. It’s a good thing to shine the light here
in the White House. Their influence extends
beyond laboratories. It reaches into hospitals
and homes and classrooms. And as impor-
tantly, your work inspires young Americans
who study past scientific breakthroughs in
order to chart their own paths of discovery.

The world of our children will be shaped
by the people we honor today. On behalf of
all Americans, I want to thank you for your
lifelong commitment to making our world a
better place.

In a few moments, Secretary Evans will
help me present the National Medals of
Technology, but first I ask Dr. Marburger
to come to the stage to assist me with the
presentation of the 2001 National Medals of
Science.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:20 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Statement on Senate Failure To
Permanently Repeal the Death Tax

June 12, 2002

Today’s failure by the Senate to perma-
nently repeal the death tax is a disappoint-
ment to the American people. It is wrong
that, as a result of a quirk in the law, millions
of Americans will be subject to the death tax
beginning at the end of the decade. The Con-
gress must fix this unfair tax and provide fam-
ilies with certainty so they can plan for the
future.
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Proclamation 7573—Flag Day and
National Flag Week, 2002
June 7, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The American flag is a beacon of hope,

a symbol of enduring freedom, and an em-
blem of unity. Many have given their lives
in its defense, and countless men and women
have worked to ensure that Old Glory con-
tinues to stand for the ideals of freedom, jus-
tice, and equal opportunity for all. Our flag
symbolizes the purpose and resolve of our
Nation, first expressed by our Founders who
triumphed against great odds to establish this
country.

Today, as we face the challenges of a new
era, our flag reminds us that freedom will
prevail over oppression and that good will
overcome evil. Following the attacks of Sep-
tember 11, Americans embraced a renewed
sense of the meaning and purpose of our flag.
The unforgettable images of our Nation’s col-
ors flying defiantly over the debris of the
World Trade Center inspired our country
with a healing hope, uniting our people in
purpose and consoling those who had suf-
fered great loss. At the Pentagon, an Amer-
ican flag was hung from the building’s dam-
aged walls, expressing our collective resolve
to rebuild and move forward. And earlier this
year, during the Opening Ceremonies of the
Winter Olympic Games in Salt Lake City,
Americans, joined by peace-loving people
from around the world, paid tribute to the
tattered flag that had been recovered from
the ruins of the World Trade Center.

As we reflect on what our flag represents,
we recall the words of President Woodrow
Wilson, who said just weeks before the onset
of World War I: ‘‘My dream is that, as the
years go on and the world knows more and
more of America, it . . . will turn to Amer-
ica for those moral inspirations which lie at
the basis of all freedom . . . that America
will come into the full light of the day when
all shall know that she puts human rights
above all other rights, and that her flag is
the flag, not only of America, but of human-
ity.’’

The flag that inspired Francis Scott Key
to write our National Anthem 188 years ago
still energizes and inspires the American spir-
it. Since September 11, we have seen our
Nation’s flag appear everywhere—on cars
and clothing, houses and hard hats—showing
our country’s commitment to always remem-
ber those who lost their lives and to remain
unremitting in the pursuit of justice.

Today, in Afghanistan and around the
world, brave men and women are serving
under our flag, fighting to preserve freedom
and win the war against terrorism. All Ameri-
cans are profoundly grateful for their service
and their sacrifice. We also recognize and
commend the contributions of our veterans
who have bravely defended our Nation’s
founding principles throughout our history.
The image of six marines raising the flag on
the top of Mount Suribachi at Iwo Jima will
always remind us that the struggle for liberty
is a story of courage, sacrifice, and commit-
ment to the unshakeable belief in freedom’s
promise.

On Flag Day, we remember the struggles
and successes for which our flag stands. And
we look to the flag as an everlasting symbol
of our commitment to a world of peace, a
Nation of principle, and a people of unity.

To commemorate the adoption of our flag,
the Congress, by joint resolution approved
August 3, 1949, as amended (63 Stat. 492),
designated June 14 of each year as ‘‘Flag
Day’’ and requested that the President issue
an annual proclamation calling for its observ-
ance and for the display of the Flag of the
United States on all Federal Government
buildings. The Congress also requested, by
joint resolution approved June 9, 1966, as
amended (80 Stat. 194), that the President
annually issue a proclamation designating the
week in which June 14 occurs as ‘‘National
Flag Week’’ and calling upon all citizens of
the United States to display the flag during
that week.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim June 14, 2002,
as Flag Day and the week beginning June
9, 2002, as National Flag Week. I direct the
appropriate officials to display the flag on all
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